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it has obtained a more than sufficient compensation through the currency reform, through the greater steadiness of the rates of exchange between England and India conditioned on a more reasonable policy of the Indian Government, and through the advantage it possesses in the East Asian markets. However, another way out of the difficulty has meanwhile been adopted. A duty on cotton goods was avoided ; and instead of it, in March, 1894, a 5 per centum ad valorem duty was imposed on all other articles of importation, including silver. The English interests overcame the Indian.
II.   THE   COMPLAINTS   OF   OFFICIALS.
If we take into account the fact that a thorough-going increase of salaries for the European officials of the Government cannot be postponed, the question of financial reform, or the obtaining a higher income, becomes of especial importance. For years there has prevailed among the Indian officials a deep-seated dissatisfaction in consequence of the difficulties arising from the fall in the rate of exchange; and J. T. Wheeler, sometime Professor of Moral Philosophy and Logic at Madras College, as the representative of the "Indian Uncovenanted Civil Servants/' reproached the Indian Government before the Gold and Silver Commission1 with insisting on their bond, like Shylock, if they do not raise the salaries of officials. The condition of the Indian officials is best reflected in an address2 by Mr. D. R. Lyall, on the occasion of the reception of a deputation of high Indian officials by the viceroy, Lord Landsdowne, on January 31, 1893, as follows :
"This disastrous fall in the value of the currency in which the officers of the Indian Government are paid has affected all branches of the Service alike. For, although the conditions of service are different in different branches, and all have not suffered in precisely the same manner or in the same degree, yet the differences are insignificant in comparison with the losses which
1 Question 2217.
3 Minutes of Evidence, Indian Currency Committee, p. 186.